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RICHARD FARRELL has curated
this playlist of songs to take you
along on the journey of his lead
characters. Head over to Spotify
(https://spoti.fi/3dOJv4A)
to listen!
“Leaving on a Jet Plane”
Peter, Paul and Mary

“Flying”
Garth Stevenson

Dear Reader,
Thank you for reading The Falling Woman!
This story began as a meditation on my greatest fear (falling) and my greatest love (flying).
When I discovered that real people had fallen
out of airplanes and survived, the story began
to come together. I’m so grateful you are reading this book and I hope you enjoy it!

“Wichita Skyline”
Shawn Colvin

“Free Fallin’”
Tom Petty

Richard Farrell

“Barn Song”
Chris Pureka

“The Wooden Sky”
The Wooden Sky

“Goodnight, California”
Kathleen Edwards

“You Got to Me”
James McMurtry

“Take the Long Way”
Po’ Girl

“Cabin on Lonely Hill”
Anne & Pete Sibley

“Everything Is Free”
Gillian Welch

“The Waitress”
Del Barber

“Pearls”
Antje Duvekot

“We Are”
Peter Bradley Adams

WOULD YOU LIKE TO HOST RICHARD
FARRELL AT YOUR BOOK CLUB?
Richard is offering free virtual author events for groups
of 8 or more who read his novel before December 2020.
To arrange a session with your book club, bookstore, or
library, please visit https://richardfarrell.net for details.

“Into the Sun”
Sons of the East

“Astral Weeks”
Van Morrison
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Questions for Discussion
1. The Falling Woman explores themes of

uncertainty, identity, and self-determination. Give an example of how each of these
themes are used in the story.

2. At the outset of the novel, Charlie Radford

is portrayed as an ambitious young investigator motivated by career aspirations and
hopes for advancement. Yet the choices he
makes run counter to these aspirations.
How do you think you would have handled
the challenges he faced in dealing with the
falling woman? Do you think you could
or would have made the same decisions
he did?

3. Commercial plane crashes are relatively

rare occurrences, yet there seems to be
an acute fascination with them. Why do
you think this is so? How do you feel
about flying?

4. Radford’s choice of career seems to have

been motivated by his disappointment in
not succeeding as a pilot himself. Do you
think of failure and disappointment as
motivators in most people’s lives? Give
some examples of others, real or fictional,
who have achieved success after struggling
with failure.

7. Though the possibility of surviving the

crash of an airplane that disintegrates in
midair seems extremely unlikely, there
are a number of actual cases in which
people did survive a long fall. Did you
find Erin’s survival to be convincing?
Would you agree with the priest Radford
encountered at the hospital that her
survival was a miracle? Or do you view it
as a matter of random possibility?

8. If you had been in Erin’s situation—caught
in a loveless marriage, diagnosed with a
form of cancer that’s almost always fatal—
do you think you would have made the
same decision she does? If so, why?

9. Do you view Erin’s decision to not rejoin

her family to be one of strength or cowardice? How so?

10. Given the way both traditional and social

media seem to know about or learn of
virtually everything of note that happens,
do you think Erin’s decision to disappear
was rational and realistic, or perhaps more
a result of the mental trauma she experienced in the accident? Why?

5. How do you think Erin Geraghty’s life

would have played out if her plane had
not crashed? Do you think the life she
will have because of her decision to
remain anonymous will be very different,
or better? How?

6. What do you think Erin’s final days will

be like? Do you think she will stick to her
decision not to reach out to her family?
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Gravity and Grace

