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Fig, a sixth grader, loves her dad and the home they share in a beachside town.
She does not love the long months of hurricane season. Her father, a oncerenowned piano player, sometimes goes looking for the music in the middle of a
storm. Hurricane months bring unpredictable good and bad days. More than
anything, Fig wants to see the world through her father’s eyes, so she takes an
art class to experience life as an artist does. Then Fig’s dad shows up at school,
confused and looking for her. Not only does the class not bring Fig closer to
understanding him, it brings social services to their door.As the walls start to
fall around her, Fig is sure it’s up to her alone to solve her father’s problems and
protect her family’s privacy. But with the help of her best friend, a cute girl at
the library, and a surprisingly kind new neighbor, Fig learns she isn’t as alone as
she once thought . . . and begins to compose her own definition of family.
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Praise for

Nicole Melleby is a born-and-bred Jersey girl with a
passion for storytelling. She studied creative writing at
Fairleigh Dickinson University and currently teaches
creative writing and literature courses with a handful
of local universities. When she’s not writing, she can be
found browsing the shelves at her local comic shop or
watching soap operas with a cup of tea..

Hurricane Season

“Fig Arnold is an original and irresistible heroine in a story full of hope, art, and love.”
—R. J. Palacio, author of Wonder
“Melleby’s debut offers a tender, earnest portrait of a daughter searching for constancy while negotiating her
father’s sickness and the social challenges of tween girlhood, including her first crush on a girl.”
—Publishers Weekly, starred review
“Fig’s story will engage middle grade readers who enjoy thoughtful novels that address complex topics. It may
even inspire them to seek out the works of van Gogh.”
—School Library Journal, starred review
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Discussion Questions
1. Each chapter of the novel is named after a different
Vincent van Gogh painting. What connections do
you see between paired paintings and chapters?

6. How does Fig’s dad react when she tells him about her
first crush, on a girl at the local library? How does Fig
react when her dad tells her about his own new
romance?

2. “[Fig] wanted to let them think her dad was weird.
It was much better than thinking he was crazy.” (p.
20) What is the difference between weird and crazy?
How do Fig’s neighbors, teachers, and classmates
perceive her dad? What don’t they see in him that
Fig wishes they knew?

7. Fig and her dad have a very close relationship. Do they
communicate well with each other? How does Fig’s
dad explain to her what he’s going through? Does Fig
feel like his explanations are enough?

3. Fig studies the painter Vincent van Gogh because
she thinks understanding him will finally help her
understand her father, who is a different kind of
artist – a musician and a composer. What other
similarities do you see between van Gogh and Fig’s
dad? What differences?

8. Fig feels frustrated and hurt when the adults in her life
don’t talk to her about the important things going on
in their lives, such as her dad’s new relationship and
information about her dad’s diagnosis. Why does Fig
feel so betrayed? Why does she lash out? We forget
she’s eleven because she has to act much older. Fig
handles a lot for her age, but she is still eleven – how
do you react when she lashes out against her dad?

4. New neighbor, Mark, befriends Fig’s dad and begins
spending more time with them. What does Fig think
of mark at first? How does his presence change Fig’s
family? How does her opinion about Mark change
throughout the novel?
5. Fig believes she can care for her dad on her own
without anyone else’s help. Why does Fig feel like
she has to manage their situation on her own? What
is her reaction when other characters try to help
her? Why is it sometimes difficult to ask for and
accept help from others?

9. Art is a recurring theme and appears in different
forms throughout the novel – from Vincent van
Gogh’s paintings to Fig’s dad’s music to Fig’s art
project. What do you think each of these works of art
says about its creator?
10. Part One of the book begins with a quote from one of
Vincent van Gogh’s letters to his brother Theo: “The
beginning is perhaps more difficult than anything else,
but keep heart, it will turn out all right.” How do you
feel this quote reflects the novel? What do you think
comes next for Fig and her family?

