
WOMEN DARE to attend anti-slavery 
convention LONDON, 1840: Members of the World 
Anti-Slavery Convention were outraged when several 
women from the American Anti-Slavery Society 
attempted to participate in the proceedings. 

WOMEN DARE to speak in public SENECA FALLS, NEW YORK, 1848: 
Nearly three hundred women and men gathered at the Wesleyan Chapel in Seneca 
Falls, N.Y., to discuss the rights of women. 

WOMEN DARE to form a temperance society
ALBANY, NEW YORK, 1852: Susan B. Anthony was invited to attend the 
statewide meeting of the Sons of Temperance because she had worked 

tirelessly to collect signatures on petitions for the group. When she 
stood up to speak, she was silenced. The following day she organized 

a new group, the Women’s State Temperance Society.

WOMEN DARE to wear pants SENECA FALLS, NEW YORK, 1851: 
Elizabeth Smith Miller designed “bloomers,” a controversial new 
fashion, a below-the-knee skirt worn over loosely fitting pants.

WOMEN DARE to vote in Wyoming WYOMING, 1869: The 
territory of Wyoming became the first U.S. jurisdiction to grant 
women the right to vote. A group of the wives of elected officials 
had worked behind the scenes to convince their husbands to 
support female suffrage.

WOMEN DARE to support the right to divorce NEW YORK CITY, 1860: 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton addressed the Tenth National Woman’s Rights Convention at Cooper 
Union advocating in favor of allowing women to divorce their husbands if they  
were violent or habitually drunk or if they had abandoned the family.
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WOMAN DARES to run for president NEW YORK CITY, 1872: 
Stockbroker and women’s rights advocate Victoria Woodhull announced 
her candidacy for president of the United States. She ran on a platform 
of free love and equal rights for men and women, including the right to 
female suffrage. 

WOMEN DARE to march in Washington 
WASHINGTON, D.C., 1913: More than five thousand women 
marched in an elaborate parade organized by suffragist 
Alice Paul. Spectators pushed through security lines, 
clogging the streets and bringing the procession to a 
halt. One hundred spectators were injured; none of the 
marchers were hurt.

WOMEN DARE to picket President WOODROW Wilson WASHINGTON, D.C., 
1917: A group of women carrying cloth banners suspended from poles stood silently outside 
the gates to the White House. Their banners read “How long must women wait for liberty?” 
and “Mr. President, what will you do for woman suffrage?”

WOMEN DARE to undergo hunger strike in prison 
WASHINGTON, D.C., 1917: Suffrage protester Alice Paul initiated a 
hunger strike from her cell at the District Jail. She argued that she 
and the other suffragists had been jailed because they opposed the 
government and not because they had obstructed traffic, the crime 
they were charged with committing.

WOMEN DARE to light “Watchfires for Freedom”  
WASHINGTON, D.C., 1917: Suffrage protesters turned up the heat on their 
campaign and began to burn copies of President Wilson’s speeches in front 
of the White House, symbolically destroying his declarations of democracy.

DARING WOMEN SUCCEED  WASHINGTON, D.C., 1920:  
The Nineteenth Amendment is ratified by the states.
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WOMEN DARE to vote for president  
ROCHESTER, NEW YORK, 1872: Susan B. Anthony and fifteen other women were 
arrested for voting in the presidential election of 1872. Anthony wanted to 
bring a test case to the courts, hoping that a favorable ruling could be a 
shortcut to universal suffrage. 
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